FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
infantile death-rate, in 1932 fell by 31 per cent to 52 per cent in
the various districts of the country as compared with 1913. Although
in 1932, and indeed still at the present time, there was and is an acute
housing shortage, nevertheless in most towns and generally in the
old and particularly in the new industrial regions, a tremendous
amount of house building was carried out. In the Urals, for instance,
dwelling accommodation increased 2*5 times; in the Donetz,
dwelling accommodation was doubled during the First Five-Year
Plan, and the housing conditions of the workers, although still
leaving much to be desired, improved enormously. The former
clay huts in the Ukraine and other parts of the Soviet Union had
in a number of areas given way to good modern fiats. Large
numbers of workers who in the towns formerly lived in cellars or
attics or in overcrowded slum areas, now lived in the better parts
of the old, big houses, or had small flats in new blocks of houses.
As for education, the First Five-Year Plan had a startling success.
The aim was, as far as possible, to stamp out illiteracy, to institute
universal compulsory elementary education, and to develop the
technical and higher educational institutions.
By 1932, illiteracy, which by 1928 still claimed 46*1 per cent
of the population as compared with about 79 per cent in 1913,
fell to about 10 per cent. The number of children attending elemen-
tary and secondary schools increased from 11,600,000 in 1928 (in
1913 about 8,000,000) to nearly 22,000,000 in 1932,
The number of students in universities and higher technical
institutions increased from about 160,000 in 1928 to over 500,000
in 1932. In technical colleges the number of students increased
from 253,600 to 949,200. There were also great increases in the
number of people attending Workers* Faculties and the factory
workshop schools, etc.
In, education, as in the national economy generally, special
attention was paid to the new industrial areas and to the more
backward areas, ie. the areas inhabited by the national minorities.
The number of pupils in schools, where such existed at aU in Tsarist
days, increased from four to ten times in these backward areas,
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